
 

Ko-Falen’s New tutoring center                                    Bamako, MaliLike Ko-Falen Cultural Center on facebook, follow @kofalencenter on Instagram!

Baba Wagué Diakité
Executive Director
Ronna Neuenschwander 
Administrative Director

Larry Smith, President
Tami Dean
Daby Diallo
Philip Greenberg
Bob Holmström
Dana Louis
Arvie Smith
Julie Kern Smith

Peter Chilson
Christine Clark
Penda Diakité
William Donker
Mary Holmström
Joyce Lozito

Ko-Falen Cultural Center 
seeks to promote

mutual understanding
and respect between

people of different cultures 
through art and education.

(Continued)
Carrie McCormick
Tanya Mead
David and Kay Pollack
Paul Ries
Hossein Rojhantalab
Shap Shapiro
Siriman Sidibé
Jeff and Martha Skiles
Shannon Spence
Luciana Varkulja
Paul White
Bill Will

Moussa Coulibaly
Seydou Coulibaly
Madou Diakité
Modibo Diakité
Blanki Diarra
Dognoume Diarra
Aminata Santara (Maama)

ko-falen cultural center   spring 2017

staff

executive board

advisory board
ko-falen/mali board

1424 se oak
portland, or 97214

(503) 234-1969
www.kofalen.org

ko-falen cultural center 2016/17 report www.kofalen.org



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
              Ko-Falen Tutoring Center building in progress 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                Ko-Falen Tutoring Students in the mango grove  
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Greetings! 

Ko-Falen means gift-exchange. And a new gift has been building at the Ko-Falen Center in 
Bamako.  The new Tutoring Center, which we began raising funds to build in 2015, now 
stands in the shade of the mango grove. There is still work to do—a permanent roof and a 
potable water well are yet to be engineered—but the Tutoring Center is filled daily with 
energy and goodwill from our 86 dedicated students. 
 

The exchange then, means a weekly conversation with our teachers, students and parents during 
the school year. It’s no surprise that I am proud of the success of our students. As staff, parents 
and board of directors, we are united in a goal of making education the priority gift to all kids 
taking classes at Ko-Falen. One of the first students at our Tutoring Center is now in university and 
more are expected to start next year. Half of our students will be in middle school and high school 
next year also. I had several conversations with parents and guardians of children; pride, joy and 
gratitude could be heard in their voices. Of course, this encouraging news from both the Center 
and parents makes me eager to sit down with our entire board of directors to put smiles on their 
faces. From our board and volunteers in Portland, and our staff at the Center in Bamako, we join 
together to thank all of our donors who continue to make Ko-Falen possible. We  
started this program blindfully, but your dollar donations gave us vision--a vision  
that opened up the possibility of education to children that otherwise would not  
have an opportunity.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Baba Wague Diakite  
Founder and Executive Director  
Ko-Falen Cultural Center 
 

 

    2017 Ko-falen programs in the US and Mali 
 

This is where your donations go: 
 

In Mali 
$  1,800 Public School Fee for 30 students annually ($60 each)   Ko-Falen continues to 
                      support and pay the public school fee of the most disadvantaged youth in our 
                      tutoring program. 
$10,200 FREE Tutoring Program for pre-K through 12th grade students (86 students 2016/17  

school year)  This annually covers 3 teachers, an administrator, classroom 
maintenance and books, oversight visits with interviews and translations. 

$  2,000 NEW Baccalaureate Award program’s first year ($500 Award for each Malian  
                      Baccalaureate Recipient) 
$  1,200     Caretaker in Mali  This pays for the annual upkeep and maintenance of the  
                      Tutoring Center and Ko-Falen Cultural Center. 
 
In the US 
$     760 Program/Office Expenses (school materials, office materials, 501c3 fees) 
$  2,500 Fundraising Expenses (printing/mailing, advertising, outreach events) 
 
100% of your donation goes to these programs. The Executive Director and board of directors 
volunteer their time. Payment for 1 US staff member is covered by Ko-Falen Boards’ donations. 
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 Fall 2016 Dedication of the Ko-Falen Tutoring Center in Bamako 
 

Modibo Diakite, Headmaster:  If you invite someone to 
your place, it means you either have something to tell him 
or something to give him. I can assure you that today, we 
treasure two benefits from one egg in terms of having 
both of these elements. The first one is here -- two 
beautiful, brand new classrooms as a gift to us from the 
Portland Ko-Falen Board. Simultaneously, let us remem-
ber: The running horse raises dust only if its hooves hit the 
ground. This is also about those donors who not only 
understood Ko-Falen’s mission, but also knew that the idea 
of a better tomorrow starts with educating all children, not 
just those in their homes and in their neighborhood and in 
their country of origin. I hope our children, after their 
education, will remember the generosity of Americans and 
think and dream big like those whose $5, $10 or $100 have 
been making a difference in children’s education 
thousands of miles away.  

So while we can get help, let us put a lot of focus on our children’s education. The first people that 
are beneficiaries of this education are the children themselves, then their families and their 
communities, then their countries, and ultimately the world. So I am honored to present to you 
our new classrooms! Please enter in them and look for yourselves. These classes represent the 
value we put in education and is a monument to our Ko-Falen community. 
 

 
Giving opportunity! 

Announcing the launch of the Ko-Falen baccalaureate Award 
 

Now in our 10th year, Ko-Falen Tutoring Center is celebrating the high school graduation of our advanced 
students. 2016 was the year of our first graduate and we currently have three seniors, all of whom have 
studied at Ko-Falen for the majority of their education.  We are so proud! 
 

Graduation from high school is not only a great benchmark of accomplishment for our students, it poses a 
significant challenge and opportunity for Ko-Falen.  What is our role in helping launch our students into 
higher education or vocational training? After much deliberation and consultation with our teachers and 
staff on the ground in Mali, we agreed upon a modest initiative to institute immediately in 2017.  
 

Ko-Falen Baccalaureate Award of $500 
Unlike the typical 12th grade graduation in most U.S. public schools, Mali’s graduation award is the 
equivalent of the international baccalaureate with the highest standards, and demands intense 
and rigorous study. It is not uncommon for a student to take multiple years to pass the final 
testing. On the occasion of this accomplishment, Ko-Falen students will receive a $500 award, an 
amount sufficient to transition to advanced education or training. The money will be theirs to use 
as they decide and Ko-Falen staff and teachers will be on hand to advise them as needed.  
 

In order to offer this award, we look to you our supporters to consider this initiative as an 
opportunity to personally impact our graduates’ launch into further education and professional 
development and support the mission of Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. 
 

Please do join us in making this exciting new initiative a reality. 
 

Julie Kern Smith 
Founding Board Member 
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      “To the parents I say, ‘Stop marrying the girls too soon! Their first husband is their education.  
        If they must serve someone, let them serve their education first to give them power.’”    
                                                                                                                           Headmaster Modibo Diakité 
 

Congratulations to Batoma Niare, Ko-Falen’s first graduate! 2016 
My parents greet you. As you know, my family is 
very poor. My parents are gardeners and my father 
is also a well digger. In this large city of Bamako, it is 
difficult for a family as mine to emerge out of the 
mud. It is due to Wague’s encouragement that I 
began school and then KF Board member Hossein, 
that I completed my baccalaureate. I was the only 
child of 5 in my family to complete 8th grade. With 
the help of Hossein and Ko-Falen, I was able to 
complete high school.  I am very proud now to have 
2 certificates—my certificate to continue on to high 
school and my baccalaureate from high school. Now 
I am at university level. I maintain my same lifestyle. 
I come to water the gardens for my mother every 
morning and evening, before and after school.  I am 
so proud because many rich kids are going to school 
like me and have the means to pay their 
education—but they can never have the gratitude 
that my family and I have.   

I am the only person in my family to dream and have my dreams materialize into university 
studies. So I openly need your encouragement for my 2 year university study to become an 
accountant.  I am grateful to Ko-Falen and Hossein. I could not have done this without your help. 
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    New Lower School Classroom                                           

   

                                    Meet Our Seniors! 

My name is Aminata Yattara.  I live with my 
parents and brothers and sisters. My father is a 
tailor and my mother is a gardener. Ko-Falen 
tutoring was my first school education since I 
was very little. My parents did their best trying 
to enroll me in public school, but they could not 
keep up caring for us. We did not have enough 
money to manage it all. That is when Ko-Falen 
came along--not only to help me catch up with 
the best students in my class, but also to pay my 
public school fee for years. Now, I am 21 years 
old and I am grateful for Ko-Falen. Through the 
efforts of Ko-Falen Tutoring Center, I am hoping 
to start university next year. I would like to 
become an economist after 4 years.  

During weekends, I learn to cook African food by helping my mother. My good friends are my 
classmates at Ko-Falen Tutoring Center; I love seeing them every day. I would like to thank Ko-
Falen and all the people that help keep up our tutoring program.  
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Dear Ko-Falen board and donors, 
Thanks to all of you for the effort you put into accomplishing our new Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. 
The rooms are beautiful and both students and teachers are happy. Since the accomplishment of 
our new classrooms, we have had quite a few meetings there with our students’ parents. Every-
body is grateful knowing there are people in the U.S. that mind and care about them and their 
education.  
Despite all of this good news, we still have many challenges ahead! Though we now have many of 
our earlier students in upper school, like them, their small siblings are starting their first experience 
in Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. We are in the process of introducing these new and young siblings to 
Ko-Falen tutoring classes so they too can have the chance to take exams of integration into the 
public school system. As a teacher, this is a critical moment for us all, but we are very optimistic 
with the support of parents.  
We cannot thank the Portland Ko-Falen Board of 
Directors and our dedicated donors enough for giving 
the chance to our kids to be educated. Our courage and 
persistence rely on the performance of our older 
students that are now in middle school and high school. 
Their good performances in their classrooms are the 
open proof that Ko-Falen programs here in Mali are 
making a difference. We encourage anyone travelling in 
Mali to come pay a visit to Ko-Falen and our students. 
 

Modibo Diakite, Headmaster  
Ko-Falen Tutoring Center              Our Ko-Falen Pre-K Beginners! 
  

   

                                   Meet Our Seniors! 
My name is Afou N. Coulibaly.  I lost my father 
when I was a baby; then my mother left me also 
when I was 6 years old. The only family I had was 
a maternal uncle who cared for me, but could not 
afford sending me to school. Luckily, I was one of 
the earlier students recruited by Ko-Falen 
Tutoring Center. Now, I am 21 years old finishing 
high school this year. I am hoping to pass the 
baccalaureate this year and begin the study in 
communications.  Thanks to the tutoring 
program, I can now think of a future that I could 
not think of 13 years ago. I need your blessing for 
the next 4 years. I am a very serious student. 
After school hours, I like to assist my aunt in 
cooking to learn the secrets of African cuisine, 
and then I do my homework--this is my routine. 
During weekends, my girlfriend and I take sewing 
classes and hang out a little in our local 
marketplace.  

Ko-Falen Tutoring Center means everything to me; it is my life. Thanks for rescuing me from the 
darkness and opening a road to my future. Thanks to anyone that is helping Ko-Falen because 
you are helping us also. 
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  Meet our new Tutoring Center administrator, Moussa Coulibaly                                                                                                

With a student population of 86, an admini-
strator at the KF Tutoring Center was needed.  
Moussa, a neighborhood youth who grew up 
in our hands, has been volunteering with Ko-
Falen for many years.  Now, a private tutor 
himself, he understands the importance of 
Ko-Falen’s mission.  
Our Headmaster Modibo’s words to families, 
announcing Moussa’s role:  I take care of my 
responsibilities every day by sending Moussa 
to the family of missing students for an 
explanation. I work with our 1st through 7th 
grades and I am sure you each had Moussa in 
your homes at one time or another. He is a 
great counselor for our families. Remember, 
our tutoring is free of charge to all students, 
and your public school fee is paid as well. 
Moussa will be our new direct coordinator 
between Ko-Falen and public schools for the 
payment of students’ fees. He will also be the 
coordinator between all of us here to the Ko-
Falen board in Portland. 

 
 
 

My name is Malado Sidibe.  I am 17 years old 
and I am in my last year in high school. When I 
was very little, I lost my mother. My father, being 
a farmer in our village, sent me to an uncle in 
Bamako for my schooling. When I started my 
grade school, the classroom was too crowded 
and it was hard to understand lessons. Then we 
realized that I am qualified for the Ko-Falen 
Tutoring program and began right away. It’s 
because of this program that I exceeded and 
have been the top in my classes since then. My 
grades in math and English are far much better. I 
am hoping to pass my final exams and begin my 
university study in communications. I cannot 
thank Ko-Falen enough for what they did for us. 
My sincere thanks to Baba Wague, who is the 
reason for all of this. I hope our tutoring program 
at Ko-Falen Center continues so other poor kids 
can benefit from it. 

 

 Meet Our Seniors at Ko-Falen Tutoring Center! 

Moussa Coulibaly, Administrator; Dognoume Diarra, 
English teacher; Modibo Diakite, Headmaster; Maama 
Santara, Algebra teacher 
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    REPORT from Maama Santara 
 

Greetings to Ko-Falen in the US!  My name is Aminata Santara, 
known as Maama. Since I started working with our upper school 
kids as an algebra teacher, it has been a success story. I see the 
progress they are making in their public school study. This is due 
to the tutoring we provide them at Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. 
 

However, the importance of our tutoring is not about the 
happiness of the teachers, but of the students themselves. They 
now see how our program is helping them and they have started 
coming regularly to the tutoring center. Even teachers from their 
schools come and congratulate us on what we are doing, because 
students from our center are the best students in their classes.  
 

This is very encouraging to me and to the Mali Ko-Falen board, 
because our goal was to help these kids become successful and 
they are.  
 

Despite some students’ families moving to other neighborhoods, 
many have put an effort into continuing to come. The students 
still come because they know the program is helping. This shows 
that the students are taking their schooling seriously. 
  

I would like to express gratitude to donors. We could not have seen such a successful program 
without the part you play. Thank you.  

 

 

Middle School Student    Hi, my name is Mouhamed Traoré and I am a student at 
Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. I am 16 years old and in 7th 
grade now. I lost my father when I was young, but my 
mother is alive; she is a merchant woman. I have been 
coming to Ko-Falen for a long time. Without it, I would 
not have a good chance in schooling. It is because of the 
initiative that my mother and Ko-Falen members took 
that made me the good student that I am today. For the 
last few years, I am the top student in my classes. I used 
to tell my friends, “If you want to succeed, you need to 
go to Ko-Falen. That is the best place to catch up in your 
education.”  
 

At the beginning, I was doubtful about coming to the 
center; but now I am the biggest advocate of Ko-Falen 
because it has helped me a great deal. I am happy. My 
mother is happy.  
 

I challenge other kids to take their education seriously 
because it is the only thing that will take them out of 
darkness. After school, instead of wandering around, I am 
being trained as a motorcycle mechanic. I want to thank 
Ko-Falen. Coming to Ko-Falen opened my eyes to the joy 
of learning.  
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REPORT from DognoumÉ Diarra 
 
Much appreciation to the entire Ko-Falen board and 
donors.  My name is Dognoumé Diarra, and I am the 
English teacher. The question is not whether our 
program is doing well--of course it is!  Now we must put 
energy into sustaining the programs we are currently 
running.  
 
We have met our goal, as every single day the students 
learn something new. As we say in Mali, “This is too 
small and is not worth it.… If you add them up, you will 
see that it is worth something.” This describes our 
children; they learn a little every day, and after years, 
they realize the value.  
 
For myself, all I can say to Ko-Falen in the US, is to 
continue your help. Let’s sustain this program until the 
little ones we have now, reach high-school. And then, let 
us help them acquire their baccalaureate! 

 
 
 
 

My name is Oumou Coulibaly. My father is a blacksmith. Now I am nine 
years old and I am in fifth grade. I have been in Ko-Falen Tutoring even 
before I started going to public school. That has served me well, because I 
am always the best in my class. What I like about Ko-Falen is that I get to 
catch up with my French, my math, and most importantly, the moral 
teachings.  
 

If other kids want their mind to be sharpened, 
they should come to Ko-Falen so that they can 
catch up with me.  

                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                      
 

 

My name is Aminata Ballo. My father is a sugar merchant and my 
mother sells vegetables. I am nine years old and I go to Ko-Falen  
Tutoring Center. I am in 4th grade. What I like about Ko-Falen more than 
my public school, is that if I do not understand something, the teacher 
makes sure that I understand it--even if it takes a lot of time. The things 
that I had a big problem with in my public school were multiplication 
tables and grammar. But now I have no problem, because I learned all of 
it at the Ko-Falen Tutoring Center.  

 

Meet our lower School Students 
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  10 Year Anniversary of Art & Education programs! 
Ko-Falen’s Timeline 

 

In 1993, baby Penda Diakite’s Naming Day was celebrated in Soni Cegni, Mali with music and masked dancing.  It was at 
this time that Baba Wagué Diakité began imagining an art exchange, sharing Mali’s creative and artistic forces with 
people in the US. He began inviting Americans to visit, learn and work with Malian artists.  In 2001, he bought property 
in Bamako, Mali to build a cultural center. The center was built slowly over the next 6 years with generous help from 
friends. In 2007, the dedication of the center was celebrated with Americans, Malians and the US Ambassador to Mali. 
 

2007 Launching of the Ko-Falen Cultural Center with workshops in textile dying and batik, calabash pyro-engraving, 
mudcloth making, basket making, and recycled tin sculpture making. Excursion to Soni Cegni for a Masked 
Dance celebration. An informal tutoring program with teacher Modibo Diakité began in Ko-Falen’s hangar.  

2008 Official 501c3 nonprofit status was received. First Mango Madness African Dance Party event in PDX. 
2009 First annual fundraising campaign for art and education programs in Soni Cegni and Bamako, Mali; these 

programs continue to be funded annually.  Return of Mango Madness in PDX. 
2010 Ko-Falen workshops in Mali: glass painting, textile dying, calabash design, mudcloth. Mango Madness in PDX. 
2011 Launched Mali Close-Up, a series of monthly cultural events in Portland, OR.  Mango Madness in PDX. 
2012 Ko-Falen workshops in Mali: textile dying, mudcloth making, drumming and dancing.  Mango Madness in PDX. 
2013 A FO! Say It! Poetry exchange program between Malian English and Portland French classes under Joyce Lozito, 

Alassane Diarra, Stephen Lambert and Baba Wagué Diakité.  Mucloth workshops with International Refugee 
Council’s Africa House in Portland, OR.  Art in the Pearl in PDX: KFCC offered free hands-on art experience. 

2014   Mudcloth workshops with Buckman Elementary and DaVinci Middle Schools in Portland, OR. 
Art in the Pearl in PDX: KFCC offered free hands-on art experience in recycled tin sculpture making, painting. 

2015  Building campaign to build a formal tutoring center in Bamako.  Mango Madness African Dance Party in PDX. 
Art in the Pearl in PDX: KFCC offered free hands-on art experience. 

2016 GoFundMe online Building Campaign for tutoring center in Bamako. Our first KFCC high school graduate! 
Art in the Pearl in PDX: KFCC offered free hands-on art experience. 

2017       10 years of Ko-Falen Cultural Center programs and tutoring! Come visit us at Art in the Pearl in Portland on 
                Labor Day Weekend and we will guide you in some Malian craft making! 
 

Parents’ remarks 
Awa Niaré:  Many people have money. Many people have power. But they do not have enough 
force to pick a child up out of poverty.  May that force that is unique to Ko-Falen continue to rise 
to its highest capacity. Our hope now is that our children continue forward in education. We have 
sincere appreciation for the board and donors for sending Dana to witness our progress. 

 
 
 

     Oumou Kané:  The overwhelming 
number of students in my child’s 
class made him lose his concentra-
tion. This is when I turned to Ko-
Falen. Now it has turned into a great 
success story in his public school. 
The greatness of this tutoring 
program cannot be stressed--every 
child is their priority. My child 
passed to 6th grade now, and has 
ambition to continue. 
Dana that is here, came to see our 
lives and hear the truth from our 
hearts, and we appreciate that. 
Thanks for the gift of knowledge. 
May this continue for the next 
generation.  I thank donors also and 
encourage them to come to witness. 
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 January 2017: Letter from Executive Board Member Dana Louis in Bamako, Mali 
 

Dear U.S. Ko-Falen boards,  
Aw ni Sogoma, or Aw ni shu, as the case may 
be when you receive this. I am writing from 
Wague and Ronna's version of the “chit 
chat” coffee table in Bamako, over-looking 
the gardens, listening to women inter-
mittently sing and comment strongly while 
sucking their teeth--about what, I am not 
sure, yet one can imagine.  
My time on the continent has been amazing.  
I have been in Mali two weeks and have one 
more to go. As soon as I arrived many people 
swarmed to discuss, show and tell me many 
things. I will try and condense this for you 
now.                                                                                     
Classes at the Tutoring Center: I have attended all the classes and will continue to do so this week 
as the students return from their winter break. We had a wonderful meeting with parents and 
children and there are many speeches and pictures which document this day. I also told the 
students and parents that I would be home every day before lunch and welcomed their visits to get 
to know them. I did see many families out and about and had small follow-up discussions with 
them; some families made more effort to come to visit. One time there was a large sack of food  
 

 
involved, which I accepted inside my room. Shortly after, the sack began to move and dance, as the 
chicken inside was busy producing an egg! She ultimately met her demise on New Year’s Eve.  
 

I am really impressed with the classes and the commitment of teachers, students and parents 
alike. I have been encouraged to give feedback about the classes so I am meeting with the 
teachers individually to do that as well. 
 

Tutoring Center: The buildings are really sweet and sit well on the site, which is tranquil amongst 
the mango trees. I remember when donors stepped up to the plate at what was truly the last 
minute to save our portion of the mango grove and thank them again for helping us make this a 
reality. There really is nothing like it around, and yes, the remainder of the mango grove which we 
do not own, has been chopped down and a building which resembles some combination of an 
ancient Roman ruin with some interesting African touches is rising next door.  
 

Our little buildings are as we had hoped. Wague and 
the team here are to thank for what I think is an 
excellent translation of the initial concepts tweaked a 
bit to work here. Our Architects Luciana Varkulja and 
Dillon Phillips in Portland had such wonderful insight 
on so many levels and their tireless commitment to 
the project is being thoroughly appreciated on a daily 
basis by all. 
 

With a chorus of garden birds in the background I 
send this with love, Dana. 
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REPORT from DognoumÉ Diarra 
 
Much appreciation to the entire Ko-Falen board and 
donors.  My name is Dognoumé Diarra, and I am the 
English teacher. The question is not whether our 
program is doing well--of course it is!  Now we must put 
energy into sustaining the programs we are currently 
running.  
 
We have met our goal, as every single day the students 
learn something new. As we say in Mali, “This is too 
small and is not worth it.… If you add them up, you will 
see that it is worth something.” This describes our 
children; they learn a little every day, and after years, 
they realize the value.  
 
For myself, all I can say to Ko-Falen in the US, is to 
continue your help. Let’s sustain this program until the 
little ones we have now, reach high-school. And then, let 
us help them acquire their baccalaureate! 

 
 
 
 

My name is Oumou Coulibaly. My father is a blacksmith. Now I am nine 
years old and I am in fifth grade. I have been in Ko-Falen Tutoring even 
before I started going to public school. That has served me well, because I 
am always the best in my class. What I like about Ko-Falen is that I get to 
catch up with my French, my math, and most importantly, the moral 
teachings.  
 

If other kids want their mind to be sharpened, 
they should come to Ko-Falen so that they can 
catch up with me.  

                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                      
 

 

My name is Aminata Ballo. My father is a sugar merchant and my 
mother sells vegetables. I am nine years old and I go to Ko-Falen  
Tutoring Center. I am in 4th grade. What I like about Ko-Falen more than 
my public school, is that if I do not understand something, the teacher 
makes sure that I understand it--even if it takes a lot of time. The things 
that I had a big problem with in my public school were multiplication 
tables and grammar. But now I have no problem, because I learned all of 
it at the Ko-Falen Tutoring Center.  

 

Meet our lower School Students 
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  10 Year Anniversary of Art & Education programs! 
Ko-Falen’s Timeline 

 

In 1993, baby Penda Diakite’s Naming Day was celebrated in Soni Cegni, Mali with music and masked dancing.  It was at 
this time that Baba Wagué Diakité began imagining an art exchange, sharing Mali’s creative and artistic forces with 
people in the US. He began inviting Americans to visit, learn and work with Malian artists.  In 2001, he bought property 
in Bamako, Mali to build a cultural center. The center was built slowly over the next 6 years with generous help from 
friends. In 2007, the dedication of the center was celebrated with Americans, Malians and the US Ambassador to Mali. 
 

2007 Launching of the Ko-Falen Cultural Center with workshops in textile dying and batik, calabash pyro-engraving, 
mudcloth making, basket making, and recycled tin sculpture making. Excursion to Soni Cegni for a Masked 
Dance celebration. An informal tutoring program with teacher Modibo Diakité began in Ko-Falen’s hangar.  

2008 Official 501c3 nonprofit status was received. First Mango Madness African Dance Party event in PDX. 
2009 First annual fundraising campaign for art and education programs in Soni Cegni and Bamako, Mali; these 

programs continue to be funded annually.  Return of Mango Madness in PDX. 
2010 Ko-Falen workshops in Mali: glass painting, textile dying, calabash design, mudcloth. Mango Madness in PDX. 
2011 Launched Mali Close-Up, a series of monthly cultural events in Portland, OR.  Mango Madness in PDX. 
2012 Ko-Falen workshops in Mali: textile dying, mudcloth making, drumming and dancing.  Mango Madness in PDX. 
2013 A FO! Say It! Poetry exchange program between Malian English and Portland French classes under Joyce Lozito, 

Alassane Diarra, Stephen Lambert and Baba Wagué Diakité.  Mucloth workshops with International Refugee 
Council’s Africa House in Portland, OR.  Art in the Pearl in PDX: KFCC offered free hands-on art experience. 

2014   Mudcloth workshops with Buckman Elementary and DaVinci Middle Schools in Portland, OR. 
Art in the Pearl in PDX: KFCC offered free hands-on art experience in recycled tin sculpture making, painting. 

2015  Building campaign to build a formal tutoring center in Bamako.  Mango Madness African Dance Party in PDX. 
Art in the Pearl in PDX: KFCC offered free hands-on art experience. 

2016 GoFundMe online Building Campaign for tutoring center in Bamako. Our first KFCC high school graduate! 
Art in the Pearl in PDX: KFCC offered free hands-on art experience. 

2017       10 years of Ko-Falen Cultural Center programs and tutoring! Come visit us at Art in the Pearl in Portland on 
                Labor Day Weekend and we will guide you in some Malian craft making! 
 

Parents’ remarks 
Awa Niaré:  Many people have money. Many people have power. But they do not have enough 
force to pick a child up out of poverty.  May that force that is unique to Ko-Falen continue to rise 
to its highest capacity. Our hope now is that our children continue forward in education. We have 
sincere appreciation for the board and donors for sending Dana to witness our progress. 

 
 
 

     Oumou Kané:  The overwhelming 
number of students in my child’s 
class made him lose his concentra-
tion. This is when I turned to Ko-
Falen. Now it has turned into a great 
success story in his public school. 
The greatness of this tutoring 
program cannot be stressed--every 
child is their priority. My child 
passed to 6th grade now, and has 
ambition to continue. 
Dana that is here, came to see our 
lives and hear the truth from our 
hearts, and we appreciate that. 
Thanks for the gift of knowledge. 
May this continue for the next 
generation.  I thank donors also and 
encourage them to come to witness. 
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  Meet our new Tutoring Center administrator, Moussa Coulibaly                                                                                                

With a student population of 86, an admini-
strator at the KF Tutoring Center was needed.  
Moussa, a neighborhood youth who grew up 
in our hands, has been volunteering with Ko-
Falen for many years.  Now, a private tutor 
himself, he understands the importance of 
Ko-Falen’s mission.  
Our Headmaster Modibo’s words to families, 
announcing Moussa’s role:  I take care of my 
responsibilities every day by sending Moussa 
to the family of missing students for an 
explanation. I work with our 1st through 7th 
grades and I am sure you each had Moussa in 
your homes at one time or another. He is a 
great counselor for our families. Remember, 
our tutoring is free of charge to all students, 
and your public school fee is paid as well. 
Moussa will be our new direct coordinator 
between Ko-Falen and public schools for the 
payment of students’ fees. He will also be the 
coordinator between all of us here to the Ko-
Falen board in Portland. 

 
 
 

My name is Malado Sidibe.  I am 17 years old 
and I am in my last year in high school. When I 
was very little, I lost my mother. My father, being 
a farmer in our village, sent me to an uncle in 
Bamako for my schooling. When I started my 
grade school, the classroom was too crowded 
and it was hard to understand lessons. Then we 
realized that I am qualified for the Ko-Falen 
Tutoring program and began right away. It’s 
because of this program that I exceeded and 
have been the top in my classes since then. My 
grades in math and English are far much better. I 
am hoping to pass my final exams and begin my 
university study in communications. I cannot 
thank Ko-Falen enough for what they did for us. 
My sincere thanks to Baba Wague, who is the 
reason for all of this. I hope our tutoring program 
at Ko-Falen Center continues so other poor kids 
can benefit from it. 

 

 Meet Our Seniors at Ko-Falen Tutoring Center! 

Moussa Coulibaly, Administrator; Dognoume Diarra, 
English teacher; Modibo Diakite, Headmaster; Maama 
Santara, Algebra teacher 
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    REPORT from Maama Santara 
 

Greetings to Ko-Falen in the US!  My name is Aminata Santara, 
known as Maama. Since I started working with our upper school 
kids as an algebra teacher, it has been a success story. I see the 
progress they are making in their public school study. This is due 
to the tutoring we provide them at Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. 
 

However, the importance of our tutoring is not about the 
happiness of the teachers, but of the students themselves. They 
now see how our program is helping them and they have started 
coming regularly to the tutoring center. Even teachers from their 
schools come and congratulate us on what we are doing, because 
students from our center are the best students in their classes.  
 

This is very encouraging to me and to the Mali Ko-Falen board, 
because our goal was to help these kids become successful and 
they are.  
 

Despite some students’ families moving to other neighborhoods, 
many have put an effort into continuing to come. The students 
still come because they know the program is helping. This shows 
that the students are taking their schooling seriously. 
  

I would like to express gratitude to donors. We could not have seen such a successful program 
without the part you play. Thank you.  

 

 

Middle School Student    Hi, my name is Mouhamed Traoré and I am a student at 
Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. I am 16 years old and in 7th 
grade now. I lost my father when I was young, but my 
mother is alive; she is a merchant woman. I have been 
coming to Ko-Falen for a long time. Without it, I would 
not have a good chance in schooling. It is because of the 
initiative that my mother and Ko-Falen members took 
that made me the good student that I am today. For the 
last few years, I am the top student in my classes. I used 
to tell my friends, “If you want to succeed, you need to 
go to Ko-Falen. That is the best place to catch up in your 
education.”  
 

At the beginning, I was doubtful about coming to the 
center; but now I am the biggest advocate of Ko-Falen 
because it has helped me a great deal. I am happy. My 
mother is happy.  
 

I challenge other kids to take their education seriously 
because it is the only thing that will take them out of 
darkness. After school, instead of wandering around, I am 
being trained as a motorcycle mechanic. I want to thank 
Ko-Falen. Coming to Ko-Falen opened my eyes to the joy 
of learning.  
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    New Lower School Classroom                                           

   

                                    Meet Our Seniors! 

My name is Aminata Yattara.  I live with my 
parents and brothers and sisters. My father is a 
tailor and my mother is a gardener. Ko-Falen 
tutoring was my first school education since I 
was very little. My parents did their best trying 
to enroll me in public school, but they could not 
keep up caring for us. We did not have enough 
money to manage it all. That is when Ko-Falen 
came along--not only to help me catch up with 
the best students in my class, but also to pay my 
public school fee for years. Now, I am 21 years 
old and I am grateful for Ko-Falen. Through the 
efforts of Ko-Falen Tutoring Center, I am hoping 
to start university next year. I would like to 
become an economist after 4 years.  

During weekends, I learn to cook African food by helping my mother. My good friends are my 
classmates at Ko-Falen Tutoring Center; I love seeing them every day. I would like to thank Ko-
Falen and all the people that help keep up our tutoring program.  
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Dear Ko-Falen board and donors, 
Thanks to all of you for the effort you put into accomplishing our new Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. 
The rooms are beautiful and both students and teachers are happy. Since the accomplishment of 
our new classrooms, we have had quite a few meetings there with our students’ parents. Every-
body is grateful knowing there are people in the U.S. that mind and care about them and their 
education.  
Despite all of this good news, we still have many challenges ahead! Though we now have many of 
our earlier students in upper school, like them, their small siblings are starting their first experience 
in Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. We are in the process of introducing these new and young siblings to 
Ko-Falen tutoring classes so they too can have the chance to take exams of integration into the 
public school system. As a teacher, this is a critical moment for us all, but we are very optimistic 
with the support of parents.  
We cannot thank the Portland Ko-Falen Board of 
Directors and our dedicated donors enough for giving 
the chance to our kids to be educated. Our courage and 
persistence rely on the performance of our older 
students that are now in middle school and high school. 
Their good performances in their classrooms are the 
open proof that Ko-Falen programs here in Mali are 
making a difference. We encourage anyone travelling in 
Mali to come pay a visit to Ko-Falen and our students. 
 

Modibo Diakite, Headmaster  
Ko-Falen Tutoring Center              Our Ko-Falen Pre-K Beginners! 
  

   

                                   Meet Our Seniors! 
My name is Afou N. Coulibaly.  I lost my father 
when I was a baby; then my mother left me also 
when I was 6 years old. The only family I had was 
a maternal uncle who cared for me, but could not 
afford sending me to school. Luckily, I was one of 
the earlier students recruited by Ko-Falen 
Tutoring Center. Now, I am 21 years old finishing 
high school this year. I am hoping to pass the 
baccalaureate this year and begin the study in 
communications.  Thanks to the tutoring 
program, I can now think of a future that I could 
not think of 13 years ago. I need your blessing for 
the next 4 years. I am a very serious student. 
After school hours, I like to assist my aunt in 
cooking to learn the secrets of African cuisine, 
and then I do my homework--this is my routine. 
During weekends, my girlfriend and I take sewing 
classes and hang out a little in our local 
marketplace.  

Ko-Falen Tutoring Center means everything to me; it is my life. Thanks for rescuing me from the 
darkness and opening a road to my future. Thanks to anyone that is helping Ko-Falen because 
you are helping us also. 
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 Fall 2016 Dedication of the Ko-Falen Tutoring Center in Bamako 
 

Modibo Diakite, Headmaster:  If you invite someone to 
your place, it means you either have something to tell him 
or something to give him. I can assure you that today, we 
treasure two benefits from one egg in terms of having 
both of these elements. The first one is here -- two 
beautiful, brand new classrooms as a gift to us from the 
Portland Ko-Falen Board. Simultaneously, let us remem-
ber: The running horse raises dust only if its hooves hit the 
ground. This is also about those donors who not only 
understood Ko-Falen’s mission, but also knew that the idea 
of a better tomorrow starts with educating all children, not 
just those in their homes and in their neighborhood and in 
their country of origin. I hope our children, after their 
education, will remember the generosity of Americans and 
think and dream big like those whose $5, $10 or $100 have 
been making a difference in children’s education 
thousands of miles away.  

So while we can get help, let us put a lot of focus on our children’s education. The first people that 
are beneficiaries of this education are the children themselves, then their families and their 
communities, then their countries, and ultimately the world. So I am honored to present to you 
our new classrooms! Please enter in them and look for yourselves. These classes represent the 
value we put in education and is a monument to our Ko-Falen community. 
 

 
Giving opportunity! 

Announcing the launch of the Ko-Falen baccalaureate Award 
 

Now in our 10th year, Ko-Falen Tutoring Center is celebrating the high school graduation of our advanced 
students. 2016 was the year of our first graduate and we currently have three seniors, all of whom have 
studied at Ko-Falen for the majority of their education.  We are so proud! 
 

Graduation from high school is not only a great benchmark of accomplishment for our students, it poses a 
significant challenge and opportunity for Ko-Falen.  What is our role in helping launch our students into 
higher education or vocational training? After much deliberation and consultation with our teachers and 
staff on the ground in Mali, we agreed upon a modest initiative to institute immediately in 2017.  
 

Ko-Falen Baccalaureate Award of $500 
Unlike the typical 12th grade graduation in most U.S. public schools, Mali’s graduation award is the 
equivalent of the international baccalaureate with the highest standards, and demands intense 
and rigorous study. It is not uncommon for a student to take multiple years to pass the final 
testing. On the occasion of this accomplishment, Ko-Falen students will receive a $500 award, an 
amount sufficient to transition to advanced education or training. The money will be theirs to use 
as they decide and Ko-Falen staff and teachers will be on hand to advise them as needed.  
 

In order to offer this award, we look to you our supporters to consider this initiative as an 
opportunity to personally impact our graduates’ launch into further education and professional 
development and support the mission of Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. 
 

Please do join us in making this exciting new initiative a reality. 
 

Julie Kern Smith 
Founding Board Member 
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      “To the parents I say, ‘Stop marrying the girls too soon! Their first husband is their education.  
        If they must serve someone, let them serve their education first to give them power.’”    
                                                                                                                           Headmaster Modibo Diakité 
 

Congratulations to Batoma Niare, Ko-Falen’s first graduate! 2016 
My parents greet you. As you know, my family is 
very poor. My parents are gardeners and my father 
is also a well digger. In this large city of Bamako, it is 
difficult for a family as mine to emerge out of the 
mud. It is due to Wague’s encouragement that I 
began school and then KF Board member Hossein, 
that I completed my baccalaureate. I was the only 
child of 5 in my family to complete 8th grade. With 
the help of Hossein and Ko-Falen, I was able to 
complete high school.  I am very proud now to have 
2 certificates—my certificate to continue on to high 
school and my baccalaureate from high school. Now 
I am at university level. I maintain my same lifestyle. 
I come to water the gardens for my mother every 
morning and evening, before and after school.  I am 
so proud because many rich kids are going to school 
like me and have the means to pay their 
education—but they can never have the gratitude 
that my family and I have.   

I am the only person in my family to dream and have my dreams materialize into university 
studies. So I openly need your encouragement for my 2 year university study to become an 
accountant.  I am grateful to Ko-Falen and Hossein. I could not have done this without your help. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
              Ko-Falen Tutoring Center building in progress 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                Ko-Falen Tutoring Students in the mango grove  
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Greetings! 

Ko-Falen means gift-exchange. And a new gift has been building at the Ko-Falen Center in 
Bamako.  The new Tutoring Center, which we began raising funds to build in 2015, now 
stands in the shade of the mango grove. There is still work to do—a permanent roof and a 
potable water well are yet to be engineered—but the Tutoring Center is filled daily with 
energy and goodwill from our 86 dedicated students. 
 

The exchange then, means a weekly conversation with our teachers, students and parents during 
the school year. It’s no surprise that I am proud of the success of our students. As staff, parents 
and board of directors, we are united in a goal of making education the priority gift to all kids 
taking classes at Ko-Falen. One of the first students at our Tutoring Center is now in university and 
more are expected to start next year. Half of our students will be in middle school and high school 
next year also. I had several conversations with parents and guardians of children; pride, joy and 
gratitude could be heard in their voices. Of course, this encouraging news from both the Center 
and parents makes me eager to sit down with our entire board of directors to put smiles on their 
faces. From our board and volunteers in Portland, and our staff at the Center in Bamako, we join 
together to thank all of our donors who continue to make Ko-Falen possible. We  
started this program blindfully, but your dollar donations gave us vision--a vision  
that opened up the possibility of education to children that otherwise would not  
have an opportunity.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

Baba Wague Diakite  
Founder and Executive Director  
Ko-Falen Cultural Center 
 

 

    2017 Ko-falen programs in the US and Mali 
 

This is where your donations go: 
 

In Mali 
$  1,800 Public School Fee for 30 students annually ($60 each)   Ko-Falen continues to 
                      support and pay the public school fee of the most disadvantaged youth in our 
                      tutoring program. 
$10,200 FREE Tutoring Program for pre-K through 12th grade students (86 students 2016/17  

school year)  This annually covers 3 teachers, an administrator, classroom 
maintenance and books, oversight visits with interviews and translations. 

$  2,000 NEW Baccalaureate Award program’s first year ($500 Award for each Malian  
                      Baccalaureate Recipient) 
$  1,200     Caretaker in Mali  This pays for the annual upkeep and maintenance of the  
                      Tutoring Center and Ko-Falen Cultural Center. 
 
In the US 
$     760 Program/Office Expenses (school materials, office materials, 501c3 fees) 
$  2,500 Fundraising Expenses (printing/mailing, advertising, outreach events) 
 
100% of your donation goes to these programs. The Executive Director and board of directors 
volunteer their time. Payment for 1 US staff member is covered by Ko-Falen Boards’ donations. 

 



 

Ko-Falen’s New tutoring center                                    Bamako, MaliLike Ko-Falen Cultural Center on facebook, follow @kofalencenter on Instagram!
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