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Greetings, 

   It has been two years since the conflict in Northern Mali caused the overthrow of the 
government in Bamako. Islamist insurgents and separatist elements continue to occupy a section 

of the North, which at present is in a cease-fire with the government while negotiations begin 

with Mali’s new democratically elected president, Ibrahim Boubacar Keita. In the South, the 

government is rebuilding slowly.  Banks are reopening, trade has begun, but the economy has not 

yet recovered.  We hope negotiations and compromise will bring our country back to an inclusive 

brotherhood. We have a long history of tolerance and our diverse cultures have always been a 

matter of pride for Mali. But it may take more than kind words to heal social relations frayed by 

the Islamist occupation.  An elder told me this version of how things are in Mali at this moment: 
 

          A hardworking farmer labored in his millet field daily from early dawn until dusk.  
He would return home exhausted to take a warm bath and to spend the remainder of 
the evening resting.  But when his field of millet became pregnant with grain, he came 
home one afternoon and looked at his young son anxiously.  
         "Father, what is it?”   

The farmer replied, “My son, I feel something strange is 
happening in nature.  I feel that my millet stalks are being 
threatened.  I hear the sound of locust far away, and I fear that 
my hard work will go to waste.”   

The young son replied, "Father, I can watch over the 
millet in the afternoon while you rest."   

The first day, armed with his slingshot, the seven-year-
old went to the fields and right away noticed a large grass-
hopper flying pdddddddddddddddddddddd and landing on a 
large millet stalk.  The little boy grabbed onto the millet stalk 
and shook it violently, causing the grasshopper to fly out of the 
field.  The boy took chase, running after the grasshopper. As it 
landed, the boy pounced, trying to capture it. Pdddddddddddd 
dddddddddd the grasshopper flew. Again, it landed, and again the boy pounced, only 
to watch the grasshopper fly off once more.  Eventually, the boy tired, and took note 
of where he was, far from his father’s field.  He turned to see the grasshopper fly once 
more, disappearing into the landscape.  As he trudged back to the millet field, he was 
relieved that he had driven the grasshopper from his father’s field.  But the question 
remained in his mind:  Was the grasshopper gone for good, or would he simply gather 
with others of his kind to return?  And are there others already hiding in the field like 
the one he has seen?  Now it is these questions in the little boy’s mind that drives him 
to watch over his father’s field day in and day out. 

   

Present day Mali is like this tale.  We are not sure if the end of this conflict is truly the 

end.  However, Malians are resilient and hope for a return to normalcy.  Ko-Falen Cultural 

Center hopes for the same.  Please join with us. 

      Despite difficulties in Mali, our educational programs for Mali 

youth continue to grow. We thank all of you who have given generously of 

your time and donations.  Read inside to see what your dollars have done! 

       At this time, we are postponing our art workshops for Americans 

traveling to Mali.  We are focusing our outreach in the US by creating 

workshops on the arts of Mali right here in the Pacific Northwest.  

Stay informed by visiting our website www.kofalen.org and learn 

about African cultural events happening in the US.  “Like” our Facebook 

page and join the conversation.                                                                             Baba Wague Diakité                                               
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“I am humbled. I have only known Westerners from a distance in fancy hotels. But this experience of Ko-Falen has 
brought me closer. Close enough to see their heart, mind and soul. All I can say is, if you help a woman for the cause of 
her child, you help her for a great big cause. We thank the Americans enormously and may the Creator reward them with 
something better than what they are already doing.”                                                                   Parent Assitane Coulibaly  

 
1) Free Tutoring at Ko-Falen Cultural Center 
in Bamako, Mali--$3000+$200 materials 
       “I now understand the 

importance of learning, as 

does my father Banumu. My 

father is the neighborhood 

blacksmith and I can read and 

write his letters for him now. 

This is all because of you. All 

of us students and our parents 

appreciate your help. We 

salute you.”        Ba-Lamine Ballo 
 In its 6th year, our tutoring program of neighborhood 

youth continues to change the lives of families.  Due to the 
overwhelming popularity of our master-teacher Modibo 
Diakite, we now have a full capacity of sixty students 
attending 3 hours of daily tutoring.  

  

2) Public School Fees for Neighborhood 
Youth in Bamako--$1800 for 30 students 

       “I was thinking to send 

Tanti back to the village to 

be with her grandparents,” said 

her mother, “But when Ko-

Falen gave money for her 

education, we had a change of 

heart and this is how she started 

at the Tutoring Center with 

Teacher Modibo. We take this 

seriously.” 

        Like many kids in Mali, 
Tanti has only a hand-written 

paper from the hospital.  Her parents had not yet gone to 
get her birth paper for lack of money. They have now 
promised that they will take care of it before school starts 
next year, as it is an entry requirement for school.   

                  
 

       “Ultimately,” her mother said, "this endeavor is not 

only about money. What Ko-Falen is doing does not exist 

anywhere in the whole of Africa. They are not only helping 

to raise our children, but they are building the future for 

a new generation. This is a model that one of these chil-

dren will certainly take and do just like you when they are 

grown. We are blessed and we are thankful for it as well." 

        Just like Tanti, many children that do not even have  
birth papers started with Ko-Falen's Tutoring Center and 
are now integrated into public school. We are proud to 
report most are in the top 10 percentile of their class.  
Many of our students are now in middle school and high 
school.  This was possible because of your donations. 

 
3) School Supplies for Soni Cegni--$1000 
       For 20 years, Ko-Falen has supported Soni Cegni’s 
school, which has grown from 30 students to accom-
modating 1500 students from Soni Cegni and six nearby 
villages.  By supporting this vibrant school, youth can 
remain in their communities rather than relocating to urban 
areas to continue their studies. Together, we are contrib-
uting to the preservation of the arts and cultural traditions 
in these villages, making it possible for the youth to have 
access to a quality education at home.  
                       

       “Indeed, this act is far more than a bridge between 

two far away places; the bridge is also solid ground that 

people can stand on to walk toward each other.”   
N’tchi Diarra, Soni Cegni parent 
         

     “Ko-Falen 

has definitely 

brought change 

in our town. We 

have more girls 

attending 

school in high 

numbers, and 

the Youth 

Association is 

encouraging 

girls from many 

other villages to attend. They even work with older youth 

that did not have the chance to go to school. We are 

thankful to you all because it is your presence that 

motivates our young and old to revive the ancient history 

of this place, and yet encourage the new education.   

      Please, when things get better in our country, come 

again. It means a lot to us all.”              Headmaster Fa Diarra 
 

Our Educational programs in mali continue to grow 

Thanks to your donations! 
 www.kofalen.org 



Read about our new pilot project in mali  

and our workshops in oregon 

    “So many parents talked, sending their thanks and blessings. But I also reminded them what Teacher Modibo said  
    earlier, ‘This is not a one-way street, but a two-way street instead.  We all have to do our best on each end.’   
The mind is magical; its seed can be as valueless as a stone.  But when you plant it and care for it, it will sprout 
something as valuable as gold.”                                                                  Baba Wague Diakité, December 2013 

 

 
4) Youth Association of Soni Cegni--$500 
       “We are pleased to 
say that our work in Soni 

Cegni and the six 

surrounding villages is 

going quite well,” said 

Madou Diarra, the head 

of the Youth Association. 

“We continue to build 

energy-saving stoves for 

anyone that wants us to 

do it. We also educate the 

villagers about the 

importance of such, as its 

heat efficiency preserves 

forests, as less wood is 

chopped for cooking fuel. The youth are also working on 

their organic gardening.  Our projects are going so well 

that village elders are proud and even help advocate by 

speaking for our causes.” 

       “That is absolutely true,” said school principal Fa 

Diarra. “I am pleased with their mission on AIDS 

education. We do not have any cases of AIDS in any of our 

villages, but knowing when to run from a beast is better 

than a shout of ‘Let go of my leg!’  Our children are not 

connected to the world like other young people from the 

city. So the Youth Association is doing a great job of 

educating them of such matters. 

       “The other great work they are doing is health and 

sanitation outreach.  They have been educating the 

villages about how to take good care of well water to 

ensure clean drinking water and they are getting rid of 

dirty water spots around town to avoid malaria. 

       “Now our most exciting project is a storytelling  

preservation project that we discussed with Wagué. We are 

hoping to repair a gap between the youth and the elders by 

collecting these traditional stories.  The entire village is very 

excited about this project of sharing their childhood stories 

with the Youth Association to document.” 
 

5) Ko-Falen Pilot Project--Upper School 
Tutoring of English and Advanced Algebra  

       The older students in our Tutoring 
Program and their families have 
approached Ko-Falen with a new request:   
For the months of April, May and June, 
we will hold short intensives for upper 
level students on their toughest subjects--  
English and Advanced Algebra.    

                                                                                          

 

 
       Teacher Modibo has identified 2 tutors who are 
willing to assist in this trial period.  At the end of the 
school year, we will evaluate how students did on their 
finals.  Ko-Falen will then decide if we move forward to 
fully fund this Upper School Tutoring Project for the 
2014-15 school year for an additional $2000. 
 

�������������������� 
Workshops in Oregon 
       In 2014, Ko-Falen received a matching grant from 
the Regional Arts and Culture Council to work with 
Buckman Arts Elementary and daVinci Arts Middle 
Schools, making mudcloth of Mali or bogolanfini. 
       Our 
workshops 
introduced 
Buckman 
fifth graders 
to the 
geography, 
history and 
cultures of 
Mali through 
mudcloth. 
The mudcloth scarves created were personal stories by 
students, using mudcloth symbols to represent their 
character, hopes and dreams as they move into middle 
school.  They were presented at 5th grade Promotion. 
       We worked with the textile students at daVinci who 
chose to weave their own scarves, then paint their mud-
cloth stories using natural dyes, traditional techniques 
and symbols.  The scarves were exhibited at the school’s 
Spring Showcase & Recital.                                 

       Would you like Ko-Falen to lead a workshop in 

your community?  Visit our website www.kofalen.org 

and click on Workshops and Education in the USA for 

ideas.  Contact us at info@ko-falen.org. 
 



 

“As a young man in this very village, I remember we had masks 

of birds linking us to our surrounding nature. We had Ciwara masks 

(hard working antelope creatures) linking us to earth and agri-

culture. We had Namani the all-seeing, all-telling Hyena keeping us 

responsible and honest.  These masks and their societies were 

important to our village life–they reflected the entire purpose of our 

being, our culture–and connected us to our ancestors.  But 20 years 

ago, we nearly lost them all.  Our youth were dispersing, scattering to 

cities and other towns in search of education and work.  They no 

longer had time or interest in these traditional arts.  Thanks to the 

creation of Ko-Falen Cultural Center and its interest in our culture 

and traditions, we can say we restored them all and beyond.  I am in 

direct conversation with the Youth Association of our village to make 

sure this positive aspect of our culture is sustained.  It is the contin-

uous presence of Ko-Falen which has given us all the courage to 

retain and celebrate these traditions.  Ko-Falen reminded us what it 

means to come together and retrieve our heritage and we are very 

thankful for that. We also learned to be inclusive by making women 

and all children a part of these rituals, which was not the case before 

Ko-Falen. Without the women our event had no taste and now it is all 

for the better.  Also oral historians were forbidden in our events of 

the past because everything had to remain a dark secret; but now we 

regret all that. We realize that including these left-out elements is the 

real joy of our village life and opens us to moving forward as one.”            
                         Baba N’Tchio Diarra, Chief of Soni Cegni     December 2013 
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