
 

                   

Greetings everyone, my name 
is Aissata Diallo. I have three 
children that have been going 
to Ko-Falen Tutoring Center 
for several years now. We first 
became aware of this cultural 
center when my husband 
worked with Baba Wagué on 
the original building way back. 
But my husband unfortunately 
passed and left me with three 
little children. I continue my  

                                                                                  gardening and sell my greens.  
But I only earn enough to feed them. When they each reached the age for 
schooling, I could not afford the high cost, so I brought them to Ko-Falen 
Tutoring Center to start their education. So far, only my first daughter is 
attending public school. Her two siblings go to Ko-Falen only. Thanks to Baba 
Wagué and Ko-Falen for coming to our rescue this year. My kids will now go 
to the neighborhood school next year. I am so proud of the Ko-Falen organ-
ization and my sincere thanks to the board and the donors. I could never 
have done this alone. For those who don’t know Ko-Falen, please donate; 
they are helping our children. Long live Ko-Falen. Thanks to Baba Wagué for 
being a good country man. Many people living abroad only care about their 
own family, but the entire community is a family to Baba Wagué--long life. 

 

I am Aminata Sympara.  
I am here on behalf of  
my grandson, Issa Traore.  
I am sorry to say that Issa  
lost both of his parents all  
at once. It was the most  
terrifying experience a  
mother can face--losing a  
daughter and her brand  
new husband. Little Issa  
was almost one then and  
we took him under our  
care until he was 5 years old. My husband Konta is also 
affiliated with an illness that won’t leave him alone. But he 
sure remembers Baba Wagué, way back when they used to 
make mudcloth together under the mango tree. He said he 
recalls many conversations about a cultural center, but had 
no idea about the tutoring center until a neighbor connected 
us. We met Modibo, the head teacher who was aware of our 
situation. This is how Issa was admitted to Ko-Falen Tutoring 
program. He is now content and as smart as a rabbit.  Ko-
Falen is everything for us now in Issa’s education. I don’t 
know whether or not my husband will be able to make art 
again--so help me raise Issa. My appreciation to the teachers, 
the board and the donors.                                                                                                                                
 I am Nabintou Traore. My child Aissata attends classes at Ko-Falen 

Tutoring Center and without this program, she would have never 
made it to 9th grade. Then suddenly, misfortune stood upon us. My 
husband got an eye disease and is slowly going blind. He was once 
a great trader with plenty to spare but now we have nothing--not 
even money to pay for Aissata’s education. At this point in time, 
the only school Aissata goes to is Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. 
Nabintou continued, “I am a tailor for little kids’ clothes. I used to 
be independent and well off myself. But now my husband needs so 
much care that I have no time for anything else. We are grateful  
                                                                                 for Baba Wagué’s 
                                                                                 presence this year. 
                                                                                 Aissata returned back 
                                                                                 to school, thanks to 
                                                                                 Ko-Falen, and is 
                                                                                 hoping to make it to  
                                                                                 10th grade next year. 
                                                                                 I would like to send 
                                                                                 my appreciation to 
                                                                                 the Ko-Falen board 
                                                                                 in Portland and to 
                                                                                 the teachers here in  
                                                                                 Mali. 
                                                                                   
 
                                                                             

Hello, I am a friend of Ko-Falen. My name is Sogona Kante. I am mother 
of Aminata Ballo who has attended Ko-Falen Tutoring since she was very 
little. She started her schooling here before going to public school. I 
cannot describe how lucky we are to have Ko-Falen’s help. My daughter 
remains within the 5 top students of her class since she began formal 
education---we are thankful to Ko-Falen for that.  Ko-Falen’s great work 
engaged even me as a mother and made me be more pro-active with 
my daughter’s education. Ko-Falen has been a help for this community. 
When our kids come home from school, we only give them enough time 
to eat and do their home- 
work before they head to  
Ko-Falen Tutoring Center.  
This sponsorship money that  
pays Aminata’s school every  
year is the reason she con- 
tinues steadily with her  
education. I would like to say 
Thank you Ko-Falen, with a  
big smile. Thanks to the  
board and our teachers. I  
hope you continue your help 
of youth around the world.                                                        
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sure remembers Baba Wagué, way back when they used to 
make mudcloth together under the mango tree. He said he 
recalls many conversations about a cultural center, but had 
no idea about the tutoring center until a neighbor connected 
us. We met Modibo, the head teacher who was aware of our 
situation. This is how Issa was admitted to Ko-Falen Tutoring 
program. He is now content and as smart as a rabbit.  Ko-
Falen is everything for us now in Issa’s education. I don’t 
know whether or not my husband will be able to make art 
again--so help me raise Issa. My appreciation to the teachers, 
the board and the donors.                                                                                                                                
 I am Nabintou Traore. My child Aissata attends classes at Ko-Falen 

Tutoring Center and without this program, she would have never 
made it to 9th grade. Then suddenly, misfortune stood upon us. My 
husband got an eye disease and is slowly going blind. He was once 
a great trader with plenty to spare but now we have nothing--not 
even money to pay for Aissata’s education. At this point in time, 
the only school Aissata goes to is Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. 
Nabintou continued, “I am a tailor for little kids’ clothes. I used to 
be independent and well off myself. But now my husband needs so 
much care that I have no time for anything else. We are grateful  
                                                                                 for Baba Wagué’s 
                                                                                 presence this year. 
                                                                                 Aissata returned back 
                                                                                 to school, thanks to 
                                                                                 Ko-Falen, and is 
                                                                                 hoping to make it to  
                                                                                 10th grade next year. 
                                                                                 I would like to send 
                                                                                 my appreciation to 
                                                                                 the Ko-Falen board 
                                                                                 in Portland and to 
                                                                                 the teachers here in  
                                                                                 Mali. 
                                                                                   
 
                                                                             

Hello, I am a friend of Ko-Falen. My name is Sogona Kante. I am mother 
of Aminata Ballo who has attended Ko-Falen Tutoring since she was very 
little. She started her schooling here before going to public school. I 
cannot describe how lucky we are to have Ko-Falen’s help. My daughter 
remains within the 5 top students of her class since she began formal 
education---we are thankful to Ko-Falen for that.  Ko-Falen’s great work 
engaged even me as a mother and made me be more pro-active with 
my daughter’s education. Ko-Falen has been a help for this community. 
When our kids come home from school, we only give them enough time 
to eat and do their home- 
work before they head to  
Ko-Falen Tutoring Center.  
This sponsorship money that  
pays Aminata’s school every  
year is the reason she con- 
tinues steadily with her  
education. I would like to say 
Thank you Ko-Falen, with a  
big smile. Thanks to the  
board and our teachers. I  
hope you continue your help 
of youth around the world.                                                        
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Awu sambe-sambe—You and another year, 
     As aniticipated, I paid my annual visit to Ko-Falen Tutoring Center in Bamako, Mali. This time was special, as Ronna and our 
daughter Penda joined me. Our teachers, our PTA and the students welcomed us with joy. They even organized a neighborhood 
balafon playing event to remind us of the sweet sounds we have missed.  
     During the annual meeting of the Tutoring Center, headmaster Modibo expressed his highest appreciation to parents for their 
great job of making sure their kids are present in class every day—some even coming to sit in the class along with their kids. It is 
because of our good teamwork many of our students who started with us at age 4 are heading to college! Bintou Ballo, a grand-
mother noted, “Regardless of what lies ahead of us, we must acknowledge Ko-Falen and all those that support our children’s 
education.” The entire time I was in Mali, I had daily visits from parents renewing their appreciation. We sat in on upper grade 
classes of English, physics & algebra and lower grade classes of French reading & writing. Our students are doing exceptionally 
well. Banoumou, head of our PTA said, “The education system in Mali now-a-days is a travesty. Teachers of public schools take 
time out of their day to do other businesses to feed their families and I don’t blame them; some of them have not been paid for 6 
months. Without Ko-Falen, our kids will still have their heads--but all will be empty of classroom knowledge.” 
     For the last few years, I have been bringing local storytellers to our students at the KF Tutoring Center to encourage their 
creative thinking. This year, our students joined others in the neighborhood at my storytelling scene MunBiNiKan? meaning, What 
is standing on your soul? It was such a success--empowering students to stand and volunteer their own stories-- 
that we extended our storytelling program to our students’ parents and other adults to share life stories. We 
are also modeling this same storytelling program right here in Portland. We are raising money for this program 
now. Stay tuned this summer to find out when and where MunBiNiKan? stories of our lives will take place.  
     Thank you for supporting Ko-Falen and our programs. Both of our communities are richer for this. 
 

Baba Wagué Diakité, Founder and Executive Director  
Ko-Falen Cultural Center 
 

 

2018 Ko-falen programs in the US and Mali 
In Mali 
$  3,600 School Fee for 30 students annually ($120 each)   Ko-Falen continues to support and pay the school fees  
                      for the most underserved youth in our tutoring program. 
$  9,700 FREE Tutoring Program for pre-K through 12th grade students (109 students 2017/18 school year)  
                      This supports 3 teachers, books & supplies, oversight visits with interviews & translations. 
$  1,000 $500 award for each Ko-Falen student that achieves the Malian Baccalaureate, to put toward future 
                      academic and technical schools or career opportunities. 
$  1,200     Caretaker in Mali  This pays for the annual upkeep and maintenance of the Ko-Falen Tutoring  
                      Center building and grounds in Mali. 
$  5,100        NEW Storytelling Project MunBiNiKan? in US & Mali (Mali expenses) 
 

In the US 
$     860 Operating Expenses  
$  2,000 Fundraising Expenses  
$  5,900        NEW Storytelling Project MunBiNiKan? in US & Mali (US expenses) 
 

100% of your donation goes to these programs.  Payment for 2 US staff members is guaranteed and  
financially supported by the Ko-Falen Executive and Advisory Boards. 
 

    RIGHT: Our 2017 Graduate Malado Sidibe, “gives back” by teaching 1st graders at the KF Tutoring Center. 
    BELOW: Our Ko-Falen Tutored Students at our annual certificate award event. 

Baba Wagué Diakité
Executive Director
Ronna Neuenschwander 
Administrative Director
 

Dana Louis, President
Theresa Burks
Tami Dean
Daby Diallo
Avery Gilbert
Philip Greenberg
Bob Holmström
Larry Smith 

Peter Chilson
Christine Clark
Penda Diakité
 

(Continued)
William Donker
Laurie Erickson
Mary Holmström
Joyce Lozito
Carrie McCormick
Tanya Mead
Lynn Nagasako
David and Kay Pollack
Paul Ries
Hossein Rojhantalab
Jeff and Martha Skiles
Arvie Smith
Julie Kern Smith
Shannon Spence
Luciana Varkulja
Paul White
Bill Will

 

Souleyman Ballo
Seydou Coulibaly
Madou Diakité
Modibo Diakité
Blanki Diarra
Dognoume Diarra
Siriki Ouatara
Aminata Santara (Maama)
 

Ko-Falen Cultural Center 
seeks to promote

mutual understanding
and respect between

people of different cultures 
through art and education.

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover art by Baba Wagué Diakité                    
Three of a Kind, 13” x 17” ceramic tile            “Like” Ko-Falen Cultural Center on facebook, follow @kofalencenter on Instagram! 

 

Awu sambe-sambe—You and another year, 
     As aniticipated, I paid my annual visit to Ko-Falen Tutoring Center in Bamako, Mali. This time was special, as Ronna and our 
daughter Penda joined me. Our teachers, our PTA and the students welcomed us with joy. They even organized a neighborhood 
balafon playing event to remind us of the sweet sounds we have missed.  
     During the annual meeting of the Tutoring Center, headmaster Modibo expressed his highest appreciation to parents for their 
great job of making sure their kids are present in class every day—some even coming to sit in the class along with their kids. It is 
because of our good teamwork many of our students who started with us at age 4 are heading to college! Bintou Ballo, a grand-
mother noted, “Regardless of what lies ahead of us, we must acknowledge Ko-Falen and all those that support our children’s 
education.” The entire time I was in Mali, I had daily visits from parents renewing their appreciation. We sat in on upper grade 
classes of English, physics & algebra and lower grade classes of French reading & writing. Our students are doing exceptionally 
well. Banoumou, head of our PTA said, “The education system in Mali now-a-days is a travesty. Teachers of public schools take 
time out of their day to do other businesses to feed their families and I don’t blame them; some of them have not been paid for 6 
months. Without Ko-Falen, our kids will still have their heads--but all will be empty of classroom knowledge.” 
     For the last few years, I have been bringing local storytellers to our students at the KF Tutoring Center to encourage their 
creative thinking. This year, our students joined others in the neighborhood at my storytelling scene MunBiNiKan? meaning, What 
is standing on your soul? It was such a success--empowering students to stand and volunteer their own stories-- 
that we extended our storytelling program to our students’ parents and other adults to share life stories. We 
are also modeling this same storytelling program right here in Portland. We are raising money for this program 
now. Stay tuned this summer to find out when and where MunBiNiKan? stories of our lives will take place.  
     Thank you for supporting Ko-Falen and our programs. Both of our communities are richer for this. 
 

Baba Wagué Diakité, Founder and Executive Director  
Ko-Falen Cultural Center 
 

 

2018 Ko-falen programs in the US and Mali 
In Mali 
$  3,600 School Fee for 30 students annually ($120 each)   Ko-Falen continues to support and pay the school fees  
                      for the most underserved youth in our tutoring program. 
$  9,700 FREE Tutoring Program for pre-K through 12th grade students (109 students 2017/18 school year)  
                      This supports 3 teachers, books & supplies, oversight visits with interviews & translations. 
$  1,000 $500 award for each Ko-Falen student that achieves the Malian Baccalaureate, to put toward future 
                      academic and technical schools or career opportunities. 
$  1,200     Caretaker in Mali  This pays for the annual upkeep and maintenance of the Ko-Falen Tutoring  
                      Center building and grounds in Mali. 
$  5,100        NEW Storytelling Project MunBiNiKan? in US & Mali (Mali expenses) 
 

In the US 
$     860 Operating Expenses  
$  2,000 Fundraising Expenses  
$  5,900        NEW Storytelling Project MunBiNiKan? in US & Mali (US expenses) 
 

100% of your donation goes to these programs.  Payment for 2 US staff members is guaranteed and  
financially supported by the Ko-Falen Executive and Advisory Boards. 
 

    RIGHT: Our 2017 Graduate Malado Sidibe, “gives back” by teaching 1st graders at the KF Tutoring Center. 
    BELOW: Our Ko-Falen Tutored Students at our annual certificate award event. 

Baba Wagué Diakité
Executive Director
Ronna Neuenschwander 
Administrative Director
 

Dana Louis, President
Theresa Burks
Tami Dean
Daby Diallo
Avery Gilbert
Philip Greenberg
Bob Holmström
Larry Smith 

Peter Chilson
Christine Clark
Penda Diakité
 

(Continued)
William Donker
Laurie Erickson
Mary Holmström
Joyce Lozito
Carrie McCormick
Tanya Mead
Lynn Nagasako
David and Kay Pollack
Paul Ries
Hossein Rojhantalab
Jeff and Martha Skiles
Arvie Smith
Julie Kern Smith
Shannon Spence
Luciana Varkulja
Paul White
Bill Will

 

Souleyman Ballo
Seydou Coulibaly
Madou Diakité
Modibo Diakité
Blanki Diarra
Dognoume Diarra
Siriki Ouatara
Aminata Santara (Maama)
 

Ko-Falen Cultural Center 
seeks to promote

mutual understanding
and respect between

people of different cultures 
through art and education.

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover art by Baba Wagué Diakité                    
Three of a Kind, 13” x 17” ceramic tile            “Like” Ko-Falen Cultural Center on facebook, follow @kofalencenter on Instagram! 

 

Awu sambe-sambe—You and another year, 
     As aniticipated, I paid my annual visit to Ko-Falen Tutoring Center in Bamako, Mali. This time was special, as Ronna and our 
daughter Penda joined me. Our teachers, our PTA and the students welcomed us with joy. They even organized a neighborhood 
balafon playing event to remind us of the sweet sounds we have missed.  
     During the annual meeting of the Tutoring Center, headmaster Modibo expressed his highest appreciation to parents for their 
great job of making sure their kids are present in class every day—some even coming to sit in the class along with their kids. It is 
because of our good teamwork many of our students who started with us at age 4 are heading to college! Bintou Ballo, a grand-
mother noted, “Regardless of what lies ahead of us, we must acknowledge Ko-Falen and all those that support our children’s 
education.” The entire time I was in Mali, I had daily visits from parents renewing their appreciation. We sat in on upper grade 
classes of English, physics & algebra and lower grade classes of French reading & writing. Our students are doing exceptionally 
well. Banoumou, head of our PTA said, “The education system in Mali now-a-days is a travesty. Teachers of public schools take 
time out of their day to do other businesses to feed their families and I don’t blame them; some of them have not been paid for 6 
months. Without Ko-Falen, our kids will still have their heads--but all will be empty of classroom knowledge.” 
     For the last few years, I have been bringing local storytellers to our students at the KF Tutoring Center to encourage their 
creative thinking. This year, our students joined others in the neighborhood at my storytelling scene MunBiNiKan? meaning, What 
is standing on your soul? It was such a success--empowering students to stand and volunteer their own stories-- 
that we extended our storytelling program to our students’ parents and other adults to share life stories. We 
are also modeling this same storytelling program right here in Portland. We are raising money for this program 
now. Stay tuned this summer to find out when and where MunBiNiKan? stories of our lives will take place.  
     Thank you for supporting Ko-Falen and our programs. Both of our communities are richer for this. 
 

Baba Wagué Diakité, Founder and Executive Director  
Ko-Falen Cultural Center 
 

 

2018 Ko-falen programs in the US and Mali 
In Mali 
$  3,600 School Fee for 30 students annually ($120 each)   Ko-Falen continues to support and pay the school fees  
                      for the most underserved youth in our tutoring program. 
$  9,700 FREE Tutoring Program for pre-K through 12th grade students (109 students 2017/18 school year)  
                      This supports 3 teachers, books & supplies, oversight visits with interviews & translations. 
$  1,000 $500 award for each Ko-Falen student that achieves the Malian Baccalaureate, to put toward future 
                      academic and technical schools or career opportunities. 
$  1,200     Caretaker in Mali  This pays for the annual upkeep and maintenance of the Ko-Falen Tutoring  
                      Center building and grounds in Mali. 
$  5,100        NEW Storytelling Project MunBiNiKan? in US & Mali (Mali expenses) 
 

In the US 
$     860 Operating Expenses  
$  2,000 Fundraising Expenses  
$  5,900        NEW Storytelling Project MunBiNiKan? in US & Mali (US expenses) 
 

100% of your donation goes to these programs.  Payment for 2 US staff members is guaranteed and  
financially supported by the Ko-Falen Executive and Advisory Boards. 
 

    RIGHT: Our 2017 Graduate Malado Sidibe, “gives back” by teaching 1st graders at the KF Tutoring Center. 
    BELOW: Our Ko-Falen Tutored Students at our annual certificate award event. 

Baba Wagué Diakité
Executive Director
Ronna Neuenschwander 
Administrative Director
 

Dana Louis, President
Theresa Burks
Tami Dean
Daby Diallo
Avery Gilbert
Philip Greenberg
Bob Holmström
Larry Smith 

Peter Chilson
Christine Clark
Penda Diakité
 

(Continued)
William Donker
Laurie Erickson
Mary Holmström
Joyce Lozito
Carrie McCormick
Tanya Mead
Lynn Nagasako
David and Kay Pollack
Paul Ries
Hossein Rojhantalab
Jeff and Martha Skiles
Arvie Smith
Julie Kern Smith
Shannon Spence
Luciana Varkulja
Paul White
Bill Will

 

Souleyman Ballo
Seydou Coulibaly
Madou Diakité
Modibo Diakité
Blanki Diarra
Dognoume Diarra
Siriki Ouatara
Aminata Santara (Maama)
 

Ko-Falen Cultural Center 
seeks to promote

mutual understanding
and respect between

people of different cultures 
through art and education.

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover art by Baba Wagué Diakité                    
Three of a Kind, 13” x 17” ceramic tile            “Like” Ko-Falen Cultural Center on facebook, follow @kofalencenter on Instagram! 

 

Awu sambe-sambe—You and another year, 
     As aniticipated, I paid my annual visit to Ko-Falen Tutoring Center in Bamako, Mali. This time was special, as Ronna and our 
daughter Penda joined me. Our teachers, our PTA and the students welcomed us with joy. They even organized a neighborhood 
balafon playing event to remind us of the sweet sounds we have missed.  
     During the annual meeting of the Tutoring Center, headmaster Modibo expressed his highest appreciation to parents for their 
great job of making sure their kids are present in class every day—some even coming to sit in the class along with their kids. It is 
because of our good teamwork many of our students who started with us at age 4 are heading to college! Bintou Ballo, a grand-
mother noted, “Regardless of what lies ahead of us, we must acknowledge Ko-Falen and all those that support our children’s 
education.” The entire time I was in Mali, I had daily visits from parents renewing their appreciation. We sat in on upper grade 
classes of English, physics & algebra and lower grade classes of French reading & writing. Our students are doing exceptionally 
well. Banoumou, head of our PTA said, “The education system in Mali now-a-days is a travesty. Teachers of public schools take 
time out of their day to do other businesses to feed their families and I don’t blame them; some of them have not been paid for 6 
months. Without Ko-Falen, our kids will still have their heads--but all will be empty of classroom knowledge.” 
     For the last few years, I have been bringing local storytellers to our students at the KF Tutoring Center to encourage their 
creative thinking. This year, our students joined others in the neighborhood at my storytelling scene MunBiNiKan? meaning, What 
is standing on your soul? It was such a success--empowering students to stand and volunteer their own stories-- 
that we extended our storytelling program to our students’ parents and other adults to share life stories. We 
are also modeling this same storytelling program right here in Portland. We are raising money for this program 
now. Stay tuned this summer to find out when and where MunBiNiKan? stories of our lives will take place.  
     Thank you for supporting Ko-Falen and our programs. Both of our communities are richer for this. 
 

Baba Wagué Diakité, Founder and Executive Director  
Ko-Falen Cultural Center 
 

 

2018 Ko-falen programs in the US and Mali 
In Mali 
$  3,600 School Fee for 30 students annually ($120 each)   Ko-Falen continues to support and pay the school fees  
                      for the most underserved youth in our tutoring program. 
$  9,700 FREE Tutoring Program for pre-K through 12th grade students (109 students 2017/18 school year)  
                      This supports 3 teachers, books & supplies, oversight visits with interviews & translations. 
$  1,000 $500 award for each Ko-Falen student that achieves the Malian Baccalaureate, to put toward future 
                      academic and technical schools or career opportunities. 
$  1,200     Caretaker in Mali  This pays for the annual upkeep and maintenance of the Ko-Falen Tutoring  
                      Center building and grounds in Mali. 
$  5,100        NEW Storytelling Project MunBiNiKan? in US & Mali (Mali expenses) 
 

In the US 
$     860 Operating Expenses  
$  2,000 Fundraising Expenses  
$  5,900        NEW Storytelling Project MunBiNiKan? in US & Mali (US expenses) 
 

100% of your donation goes to these programs.  Payment for 2 US staff members is guaranteed and  
financially supported by the Ko-Falen Executive and Advisory Boards. 
 

    RIGHT: Our 2017 Graduate Malado Sidibe, “gives back” by teaching 1st graders at the KF Tutoring Center. 
    BELOW: Our Ko-Falen Tutored Students at our annual certificate award event. 

Baba Wagué Diakité
Executive Director
Ronna Neuenschwander 
Administrative Director
 

Dana Louis, President
Theresa Burks
Tami Dean
Daby Diallo
Avery Gilbert
Philip Greenberg
Bob Holmström
Larry Smith 

Peter Chilson
Christine Clark
Penda Diakité
 

(Continued)
William Donker
Laurie Erickson
Mary Holmström
Joyce Lozito
Carrie McCormick
Tanya Mead
Lynn Nagasako
David and Kay Pollack
Paul Ries
Hossein Rojhantalab
Jeff and Martha Skiles
Arvie Smith
Julie Kern Smith
Shannon Spence
Luciana Varkulja
Paul White
Bill Will

 

Souleyman Ballo
Seydou Coulibaly
Madou Diakité
Modibo Diakité
Blanki Diarra
Dognoume Diarra
Siriki Ouatara
Aminata Santara (Maama)
 

Ko-Falen Cultural Center 
seeks to promote

mutual understanding
and respect between

people of different cultures 
through art and education.

 



 

                   

Greetings everyone, my name 
is Aissata Diallo. I have three 
children that have been going 
to Ko-Falen Tutoring Center 
for several years now. We first 
became aware of this cultural 
center when my husband 
worked with Baba Wagué on 
the original building way back. 
But my husband unfortunately 
passed and left me with three 
little children. I continue my  

                                                                                  gardening and sell my greens.  
But I only earn enough to feed them. When they each reached the age for 
schooling, I could not afford the high cost, so I brought them to Ko-Falen 
Tutoring Center to start their education. So far, only my first daughter is 
attending public school. Her two siblings go to Ko-Falen only. Thanks to Baba 
Wagué and Ko-Falen for coming to our rescue this year. My kids will now go 
to the neighborhood school next year. I am so proud of the Ko-Falen organ-
ization and my sincere thanks to the board and the donors. I could never 
have done this alone. For those who don’t know Ko-Falen, please donate; 
they are helping our children. Long live Ko-Falen. Thanks to Baba Wagué for 
being a good country man. Many people living abroad only care about their 
own family, but the entire community is a family to Baba Wagué--long life. 

 

I am Aminata Sympara.  
I am here on behalf of  
my grandson, Issa Traore.  
I am sorry to say that Issa  
lost both of his parents all  
at once. It was the most  
terrifying experience a  
mother can face--losing a  
daughter and her brand  
new husband. Little Issa  
was almost one then and  
we took him under our  
care until he was 5 years old. My husband Konta is also 
affiliated with an illness that won’t leave him alone. But he 
sure remembers Baba Wagué, way back when they used to 
make mudcloth together under the mango tree. He said he 
recalls many conversations about a cultural center, but had 
no idea about the tutoring center until a neighbor connected 
us. We met Modibo, the head teacher who was aware of our 
situation. This is how Issa was admitted to Ko-Falen Tutoring 
program. He is now content and as smart as a rabbit.  Ko-
Falen is everything for us now in Issa’s education. I don’t 
know whether or not my husband will be able to make art 
again--so help me raise Issa. My appreciation to the teachers, 
the board and the donors.                                                                                                                                
 I am Nabintou Traore. My child Aissata attends classes at Ko-Falen 

Tutoring Center and without this program, she would have never 
made it to 9th grade. Then suddenly, misfortune stood upon us. My 
husband got an eye disease and is slowly going blind. He was once 
a great trader with plenty to spare but now we have nothing--not 
even money to pay for Aissata’s education. At this point in time, 
the only school Aissata goes to is Ko-Falen Tutoring Center. 
Nabintou continued, “I am a tailor for little kids’ clothes. I used to 
be independent and well off myself. But now my husband needs so 
much care that I have no time for anything else. We are grateful  
                                                                                 for Baba Wagué’s 
                                                                                 presence this year. 
                                                                                 Aissata returned back 
                                                                                 to school, thanks to 
                                                                                 Ko-Falen, and is 
                                                                                 hoping to make it to  
                                                                                 10th grade next year. 
                                                                                 I would like to send 
                                                                                 my appreciation to 
                                                                                 the Ko-Falen board 
                                                                                 in Portland and to 
                                                                                 the teachers here in  
                                                                                 Mali. 
                                                                                   
 
                                                                             

Hello, I am a friend of Ko-Falen. My name is Sogona Kante. I am mother 
of Aminata Ballo who has attended Ko-Falen Tutoring since she was very 
little. She started her schooling here before going to public school. I 
cannot describe how lucky we are to have Ko-Falen’s help. My daughter 
remains within the 5 top students of her class since she began formal 
education---we are thankful to Ko-Falen for that.  Ko-Falen’s great work 
engaged even me as a mother and made me be more pro-active with 
my daughter’s education. Ko-Falen has been a help for this community. 
When our kids come home from school, we only give them enough time 
to eat and do their home- 
work before they head to  
Ko-Falen Tutoring Center.  
This sponsorship money that  
pays Aminata’s school every  
year is the reason she con- 
tinues steadily with her  
education. I would like to say 
Thank you Ko-Falen, with a  
big smile. Thanks to the  
board and our teachers. I  
hope you continue your help 
of youth around the world.                                                        
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much care that I have no time for anything else. We are grateful  
                                                                                 for Baba Wagué’s 
                                                                                 presence this year. 
                                                                                 Aissata returned back 
                                                                                 to school, thanks to 
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of Aminata Ballo who has attended Ko-Falen Tutoring since she was very 
little. She started her schooling here before going to public school. I 
cannot describe how lucky we are to have Ko-Falen’s help. My daughter 
remains within the 5 top students of her class since she began formal 
education---we are thankful to Ko-Falen for that.  Ko-Falen’s great work 
engaged even me as a mother and made me be more pro-active with 
my daughter’s education. Ko-Falen has been a help for this community. 
When our kids come home from school, we only give them enough time 
to eat and do their home- 
work before they head to  
Ko-Falen Tutoring Center.  
This sponsorship money that  
pays Aminata’s school every  
year is the reason she con- 
tinues steadily with her  
education. I would like to say 
Thank you Ko-Falen, with a  
big smile. Thanks to the  
board and our teachers. I  
hope you continue your help 
of youth around the world.                                                        
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became aware of this cultural 
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ization and my sincere thanks to the board and the donors. I could never 
have done this alone. For those who don’t know Ko-Falen, please donate; 
they are helping our children. Long live Ko-Falen. Thanks to Baba Wagué for 
being a good country man. Many people living abroad only care about their 
own family, but the entire community is a family to Baba Wagué--long life. 
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no idea about the tutoring center until a neighbor connected 
us. We met Modibo, the head teacher who was aware of our 
situation. This is how Issa was admitted to Ko-Falen Tutoring 
program. He is now content and as smart as a rabbit.  Ko-
Falen is everything for us now in Issa’s education. I don’t 
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